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In response to the action mailed March 15, 2002, please amend the application as 
follows: 

In the specification : 

) Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 5, line 12 with the following rewritten 
paragraph: . — - . 



--pIG. 4 diagrammatically illustrates an example of a cutting and cauterizing surgical tool 

100. The surgical tool 100 includes a handle 120. For simplicity, the following discussion will 
assume that the tip 1 is coupled to the handle 120. However, the tip 50 or other similar tips can 

f 



also be used! 



Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 19 with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 




7 IG. 5A illustrates the tip 1 in a fourth embodiment. In FIG. 5A, an electrode 200 
les parallel to the face 6, and across a surface 7 of the tip 1. The electrodes 10, in this 
embodiment, may be optional. FIG. 5B shows the tip 50 in a third embodiment. In FIG. 5B, the 
conductor 200 slides across a surface 55 of the tip 50. The tip 50 may optiona lly include the 
electrodes 65: 
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Attorney's Docket No.: 08041-007001 



to 



Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 24 with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

8 shows an example of a push/pull device 204 for sliding the electrode. FIG. 8 



shows the tip 1 coupled to the handle 120 with the integrated push/pull device 204. 
Alternatively, the tip 1 could be replaced with the tip 50 and also be used with the device 204. 
The device 204 includes a body 206 and a projection 208. The electrode 200 is coupled to a 
distal end 209 of the body 206. The contact electrode 130 is coupled to a proximal end 21 1 of 
the body 206. In this configuration, the contact electrode 130 and the electrode 200 are 
electrically coupled together inside the body 206, such that electrocautery energy can be 



delivered to the electrode 200P 



In the claims: 



RECEIVED 

X P 2 3 2002 



Please cancej/claims 24-27 without prejudice. 
/Claims 13-23 are withdrawn without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1, 3, 7, 12, 29 ^ jinri Was fn11nwS" NQLQGy CENTER R^nn 



(Amended) A surgical tool, comprising: 

a tip having at least one mechanical cutting edge; and 

at least one electrode attached to a non-mechanical cutting edge of the tip. 



2. VUnchanged) The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the at least one electrode 
comprises one of titanium, platinum, copper, nickel, tin, gold, chromium, iron, and silver. 



3. (Amended) The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the at least one electrode 
comprises at least one wire rod, the wire rod having a thickness of about 0.6 mm or less. 



4. (Unchanged) The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the tip further comprises a 
cavity and wherein the at least one electrode comprises a wire rod embedded in the cavity. 



